Three Forks Baptist Association
Semi-Annual Meeting
Spring 2022
Meeting Notes

Three Forks Baptist Association held their 182nd Semi-Annual Meeting on Monday, April 25 at Watauga High School Auditorium.  There were approximately 75 messengers and guests in attendance at the meeting. No official business was conducted at this meeting.  The theme of the meeting was “Light on the Mountain: Celebrating God’s Blessings since 1790”.  In accordance with that theme, the evening focused on how God had worked through Baptist Churches in the High Country and beyond since the founding of the first church in this area, Three Forks Baptist Church, in 1790. 

A welcome was given by Association Moderator, Rev. David Cooper of South Fork Baptist Church. The opening prayer was given by Rev. Ben Bolick of Three Forks Baptist Church.  

Special music for the evening was provided by “Chosen Road”, a bluegrass gospel group whose Appalachian worship music was very much in keeping with the theme of the evening.  They led those who were gathered in a meaningful time of worship. 

The main speaker for the evening was Dr. Phil Neighbors, pastor of Valley Baptist Church in Bakersfield, CA.  Phil spoke of his great-grandfather, Ebenezer Fairchild, and his role in the founding of Three Forks Baptist Church. He told of his family’s movement west, planting churches along the way, culminating in his move to California to start Valley Baptist Church.  He reminded us that we all are a part of a tradition of people telling others about Jesus, and spreading the Gospel throughout the world. 

David Cooper gave closing remarks, reminding us that while we celebrate the past, it is also important to look to the future and continue to do the work of spreading the Gospel.  After a closing prayer, those who were gathered were invited to Three Forks Baptist Church for a display of historic photographs and documents. 
